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Sending Thoughts and Prayers to Save Your Ski Season
As Europe considers shutdown, U.S. carries on
Stuart Winchester
The Storm Skiing Journal and Podcast Nov 29, 2020

Let’s keep Jesus on speed dial just in case
When Italy closed tighter than a submarine in early March to stop the
spread of Covid-19, I was skeptical that the United States would ever
follow it into lockdown, despite the desperate pleas blipping across
Twitter like Morse-coded messages from a warzone. I was stunned
when we actually did, shuttering ski areas and everything else in a
profound moment of national unity and fear.
That lasted about three weeks, at which time armed protesters channeling their inner Paul Revere
stormed state capitols across the land to warn Americans about the existential danger of stay-athome orders. Because nothing says freedom like an AR-15, wraparound shades, a tactical vest, and
a goatee. I guess.
Thus began a partisan snowball fight over the efficacy and need for masks, social distancing, reopening schools, and on and on. Somewhere in there, full shutdowns became political poison.
President-elect Joe Biden has repeatedly said he will not shutter the economy. And as we learn
more about how the virus spreads, we’ve arrived at a version of reality in which we can mitigate risk
while certain sorts of commerce and fun continue. This includes skiing.
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Or does it? After a cautious start to the ski season, Europe is
jumping out the tram doors without checking the snow depth first:
… with the Christmas holiday season in sight, leaders in France,
Germany and Italy indicated this week that ski slopes would
remain closed at least until the end of the year, wary of repeating
the waves of infections fueled by negligence in the early days and
relaxed restrictions over summer.
Yet with Austria and Switzerland vowing to reopen their resorts, a
high-altitude rivalry is once again putting to the test attempts by
European countries to coordinate their response to the pandemic
when it comes to tourism.
The obvious question becomes whether these European ski area
shutdowns, which are part of larger national actions, are once
again a bellwether to U.S. closures. And the answer, I think, is
probably not. The skiing cultures – and the governments that
regulate them – are too distinct on either side of the Atlantic to
draw easy comparisons.
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Wishing Healthy and Happy
Holidays to you and yours from
all of us here at the Baltimore
Ski Club. Stay safe. Looking
forward to seeing everyone as
soon as we can in the New Year.
Until then, let’s share our
favorite holiday or ski memories
by posting photographs at
instagram12@gmail.com.
Questions? Contact Catessa
Simon (catessa34@hotmail.com) .
Mary Rose, President,
Baltimore Ski Club
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on-mountain food and beverage; people rent two- to 12-bedroom chalets by the hundreds of
thousands, with other households; their lift ques are set up completely in an uncontrolled fashion;
and the communal after-ski experience is so much a part of their scene - how could you unwind that
and stay open?” said Boyne Resorts President and CEO Stephen Kircher. “While here in the U.S.,
we have such a ski focus and the rest is managed as the state and local restrictions allow, which
puts us in the category of every other business: open, reduced-capacity or closed on the inside. Not
to mention the U.S. industry has come together to create a unified response, including the NSAA's
Ski Well, Be Well guidelines.”
Yes, skiing is currently shut down in New Mexico. But it sprints ahead elsewhere, held back in the
Northeast only by unseasonably warm weather and a desire to have more terrain open than usual to
accommodate social distancing.
But there will be no national lockdown. Not in 2021 and not in any of our lifetimes. The concept,
novel in March, has sprouted, flourished, and then ossified into a political flashpoint as bitter as any
other. And like so many other urgent national issues, we’ve collectively decided that the best action
is no action. A new administration is roughly two months from taking power. The United States,
meanwhile, continues to lead the world in Covid cases, even as the pandemic accelerates across
the nation.
We will have a ski season (we already do). And we should. Resort operators have turned their
operations upside down to make sure we can ski safely. I believe in their plans. But they have in
many cases been left on islands of sanity amid oceans of maskless sharks. And if these hordes
attack, there may not be much the individual ski areas can do other than fall on their swords and
close for a week or two.
But let’s hope not. And while we’re hoping, get in all the days you can while you can.
Thoughts and prayers.

Why Ski?!
25th February 2018 by Freedom Snowsports
Submitted by Joe Mihalovich
Psychologists have studied the rationale for skiing. Skiers speculate about it.
Ordinary mortals shake their heads in dismay over it. There is an ambivalence
to this sport. There are no scores or points to skiing. But the beauty of
movement that gives a self assurance that is better than winning a game.
It is a sport that brings escape from the cares and tensions of daily life. Skiing
brings an awareness of the grandeur of nature; an exhausting exercise for
most people, yet no other sport gives such a feeling of satisfaction and healthy
vigour.
Why do we ski? Words can’t explain it. You have to experience the hours and
days and weeks of skiing. You have to meet the people who ski, the
individualists, the non-conformists. You have to see the beauty of the snow
covered mountains and valleys. You have to participate in this moment of
truth.

Why do we ski? You have to become a skier to know!
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The Director’s Forum: Tips for Trips—December, 2020
This coming ski season appears to be shaping up to be challenging for
all. But, the BSC has some good news for you. In the past, you could
only take advantage of rebate benefits if you signed up for a BSC group
trip. Effective, December 1st, 2020, whether you are planning to ski with
the Club this year or skiing on your own, the BSC Member Rebates
Program has been adapted to apply to all current members. Please be
sure to read the Member Benefits article in this edition of the Schuss.
Dave Karczmarek, BSC Trips Director
bscdavek@gmail.com

New Member Benefits for 2020/2021 Season!
 Ski/Snowboard Lesson Rebates
 NASTAR Racing Rebate
 Helmet Rebate
As you know, the Baltimore Ski Club offers several rebate programs for
our members.
This idea was the brainchild of our late member, C. Edward Crawford,
who advocated for the Club to start this benefit program many years ago.
Baltimore is the only local ski club to offer lesson, helmet, and race rebates to its members.
BSC Members are eligible to receive up to $150 in rebates for the 2020/2021 Ski Season whether
skiing with the Club or on your own.
Maximum
Maximum
Maximum

$ 100
$ 30
$ 20
$150

$20 per day for ski lesson per membership number
$5 per day for NASTAR per membership number
New helmet purchase rebate per membership number

REBATE TERMS:
•
•
•
•
•

Limit on lesson rebates up to $100 per BSC membership number per season
Limit on race rebates up $30 per BSC membership number per season
Limit on helmet rebate of $20 per BSC membership number per season
Lessons, Race, and Helmet benefits apply only to current BSC members.
Original Receipt(s) must be included with Rebate Form(s), which are available on the BSC
Website.

Never consider yourself too good a skier for a lesson. Ski lessons are offered for all ages and
abilities - from beginners to advanced skiers.
Please contact Trips Director-Dave Karczmarek with any questions: bscdavek@gmail.com

New rebate benefits are effective December 1st, 2020.
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Rocky Mountain High Inspiration
"Annie's Song" (also known as "You Fill Up My Senses")
Did you know that John Denver was an avid skier? John Denver wrote
his classic song "Annie's Song", while riding a chairlift to the top of Ajax
Mountain in Aspen, Colorado as an ode to his then wife Annie Martell.
John spoke about the making of Annie’s Song” and what the song meant
to him.
“Annie’s Song” was written after we had been through a particularly
difficult time and had come together again, in many ways closer than
ever before. We really felt together and much closer from the experiences we had been
through.
One day I was skiing, and I had just finished a run that was totally exhilarating. I skied down to
the lift, got on the chair, and was off and up the mountains again, my thighs burning and still in
the process of catching my breath. I looked out at the mountains I love, and the Colorado sky
was a blue color you can only see from this altitude, my favorite color I might add. The deep
green of the trees against the white of the snow, the colorful outfits the people were wearing,
the sounds if life as it goes over each tower, and birds singing, and laughter, and the smell of
the clean, fresh air out there in the wilderness-all those things were going through my mind and
it was all beautiful. It filled me completely.
I began thinking about other things that are like that for me, and my first thought was of the
woman I had fallen in love with again, and how she filled me so completely. Then I started
thinking of other things-things in nature. And in the ten minutes it takes to go from the bottom of
Bell Mountain lift to the top, I had written “Annie’s Song.” I had the melody in my head, and I
knew the chords on the guitar. I skied down to the bottom, of the hill, raced home, picked up my
guitar, and played it.
You fill up my senses, like a night in a forest
Like the mountains in springtime, like a walk in the rain
Like a storm in the desert, like a sleepy blue ocean
You fill up my senses, come fill me again
Come let me love you, let me give my life to you
Let me drown in your laughter, let me die in your arms
Let me lay down beside you, let me always be with you
Come let me love you, come love me again
Let me give my life to you
Come let me love you, come love me again)
Annie’s Song sold more than a million copies staying at number one in the US
pop charts for two weeks and three weeks in the US adult contemporary charts
in the summer of 1974. Since then it has graced many a wedding, though it
did not cement Denver’s marriage. He and Anne were divorced in 1983.

Submitted by LuAnn Snyder
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A Long Overdue Homecoming
Back in the summer of 2019, at the BSC picnic, Jocelyn and Mal were taking sign-ups for the
2020 BSC trip to Beaver Creek. In order to advertise their trip, Beth volunteered the use of a
beaver that she got on a previous trip to BC. Here’s a picture of Jocelyn and Mal at the picnic
with the little fella attached to Mal’s hat.
The week after the
trip returned the
coronavirus hit
and that was the
end of anymore
skiing or BSC
meetings. There
were no more
social gettogethers with ski
club members
where Mal could
return the little
critter. Finally, on
a recent Saturday,
with the beaver
appropriately
masked, Beth and
the beaver were
reunited. Here’s a
photo of the happy
reunion:
Beth said that she was never worried about the
safety of her little friend, but it was good to have
him back with the rest of her menagerie.
Hopefully, he’ll be there again at the picnic to
help us promote the 2022 ski season and
wherever that may take us.
Joe “Mal” Mihalovich

(Editor: Why is the Beaver masked but not
Beth?)
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Winter Snow Forecast For 2020 - 2021 | Ski Resorts
By UnofficialNet | September 14, 2020 10:10 am

Meteorologist Chris Tomer has put together these great charts showing which ski resorts are
forecasted to have a big winter thanks to La Niña conditions.
From Chris Tomer: La Niña has officially arrived. What does this mean for Colorado’s Mountains
this Winter 2020-2021? Here are a few of my thoughts as we deal with a Moderately strong La
Nina directly on the back of last Winter’s El Nino. The pattern flip is important.

(Continued on page 8)
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1) Slow start to Winter. Consistent snow may not arrive until December.
2) I-70 North favored most this Winter. Resorts like Steamboat, Winter Park, Loveland, Vail Pass
backcountry, RMNP backcountry, Caribou, Indian Peaks, Cameron Pass, and Berthoud Pass.
3) Southern Mountains drier, warmer.
4) Windier than normal Winter I-70 North.
5) Somewhat Similar Winter analogs: 2010-2011, 2007-2008.
Final Notes. We could see this Moderately strong La Nina reach “Strong” levels. It might be a
long shot. This means the water temps in the equatorial south Pacific cool even more. If this
happens it could push us even closer to the analog 2010-2011 Winter pattern.

BSC Holiday Instagram Project
Do you have any Holiday ski photos? Any photos of ski theme Christmas gifts,
celebrations at a resort, or if you have ski themed Christmas decor we’d love to post them
on the BSC Instagram account. Send photos to: bscinstagram12@gmail.com

Pennsylvania Ski Resorts Opening
Nearly all Pennsylvania ski areas are opening this weekend (Dec 19-20) joining four – Blue Mountain, Jack Frost, Blue Knob and Seven Springs – that previously had opened. This past week’s
storm dumped more than 12 inches on parts of the state. It was “icing on the cake” making for
some good early conditions, according to officials at the Pennsylvania Ski Areas Association. Most
of the openings had been planned in advance.
While PA resorts are opening, restaurant services are not. On December 10, PA Governor Tom
Wolf mandated that all restaurant service – indoor and outdoor – be suspended due to high Covid
numbers in the state. Wolf himself tested positive for Covid. Resorts are coping by focusing on
“Grab N Go food and food trucks, according to Irvin. —MJ Tarillo
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2021 Baltimore Ski Club Trips
Destination

Dates

Sunday River, ME

1/24-1/29 Sun-Fri

Eastern PA Ski Council
Steamboat, CO

1/30-2/6 Sat-Sat

Winter Park, CO

2/7-2/13 Sun-Sat

Snowbird, UT

2/21-2/28 Sun-Sun

Leader

John Landon
CANCELLED
410.259.6618

John@landongraphics.com

*

$945.00

Christopher Pukalski
410.292.6656
Christopher.pukalski@hotmail.com

$1745.00

Jeff McBride—Leader
410.365.5439
jmcbride@eblengineers.com

$1399.00

Joe Herbert
410.967.0789
joeherbert21@gmail.com

$1975.00

Eileen Karczmarek
443.243.8541
Eileenk1959@gmail.com

$1025.00

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

Blue Ridge Ski Council
Jay Peak, VT

POSTPONED—See you in 2022

Big Sky, MT

3/20-3/27 Sat-Sat
410.960.9698
POSTPONED—See
you in 2022
schusseditor1@verizon.net

3/7-3/12 Sun-Fri

PRICE

Mark Jones

*
*
*
*

*

$1815.00

*Final price may vary slightly, plus or minus, depending on final air carrier and surcharges imposed.
BSC Trips Cancellation Policy
1.The Club does not intend to unduly penalize a trip participant who cancels from a BSC trip. However, other trip
participants should not have to incur additional costs due to your cancellation.
2.Deposits and payments made toward the trip reservations being cancelled will be held until such time as a determination can be made that the Club or trip participants will not incur additional expense due to non-recoverable
costs.
3.Non-recoverable costs are defined as those that are associated with the trip that due to contractual obligations
cannot be recovered when the individual cancels his/her trip. Non-recoverable also include those costs associated with replacing a person or persons on a trip (i.e., name change charges on airline tickets, etc.) Refunds, if
any, will be made based on the non-recoverable involved plus a cancellation fee. Cancellation costs will not
exceed the cost of the trip. Club cancellation fee will be dropped if non-recoverable costs exceed 50% of the
trip cost.
4.Replacement of a trip participant by a trip participant is strictly prohibited. Only the Trip Leader or Assistant Trip
Leader can replace a trip participant who is unable to go on the trip. The canceling trip participant may suggest
a replacement candidate to the trip leader or assistant trip leader, however the canceling trip participant is responsible for the cancellation fee (if applicable) and any non-recoverable costs.
5.Be sure to know the cancellation dates in relation to the trip you select so that you can avoid monetary losses.
The following cancellation policy in is effect in relation to BSC trips.
Multi-Day Bus, Carpool or Flight trips: NR=Non-recoverable costs
•More than 125 days before departure
•More than 110 days before departure
•More than 80 days before departure
•80 days or less before departure

$0 + NR
$10 or NR (whichever is greater)
$25 or NR (whichever is greater)
$35 or NR (whichever is greater)
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Per person Double Occupancy

MOUNTAIN STATS

8% BEGINNER
Vertical Rise
Base Elevation
Summit Elevation
Annual Snowfall
Number of Trails
Skiable Acres

25% INTERMDIATE

3240 ft
7760 ft
11000 ft
500 inches
140
2500

TRIP PRICE INCLUDES:
Round Trip Airfare from BWI to Salt Lake.
All Transfers
Ski In / Ski out
Hotel Accommodations at the Luxurious Cliff
Lodge (see Web Site) based on two per room.
Single Supplement available.






43% ADVANCED

24% EXPERT

OTHER ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE:
➢Tram ride to Summit
➢Heli-skiing
➢Snowshoe Tours
➢Ski with a Ranger
➢Snocat Skiing
Pool, Hot Tubs, Fitness Center, Internet, Ski
Lockers and more.
 Complimentary Welcome Breakfast with Intro
to the Ski Area in Sky Top Restaurant
 6-day Lift Ticket
 Mid-Week Group Dinner


OPTIONS: Ski Alta via taking the Snowbird Lift to the connecting tunnel, Waiting for additional
information for add-on ticket price for the day or days you chose.
There is a lot of interest in this trip for 32 spaces only. Price based on 2 per room. The BSC will try
but cannot guarantee we will be able to assign a roommate.
Please mail deposit check of $250.00 payable to Baltimore Ski Club along with your completed and
signed BSC Trip Sign-up Form to:
Joe Herbert—Leader
62 Blondell Court
Timonium, MD 21093-2004
Cell 410.967.0789
joeherbert21@gmail.com

Payment Schedule:
July 23:
$250.00
Sept 9:
$595.00
Oct 6:
$575.00
Nov 18:
$555.00
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BALTIMORE SKI CLUB, INC.
The Baltimore Ski Club is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the promotion and advancement
of skiing, ski improvement, competition and social activities.

Organization - The management of the BSC is
vested in the Executive Council which consists
of the President, Vice President, Treasurer,
Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary
and six Directors (see inside cover for list).
Activities - The BSC offers weekend and week
long trips to Eastern, Western and European
Destinations. Club activities throughout the
year include a variety of social activities. Check
our social media pages
Meetings - BSC meetings are held the 2nd
Wednesday of each month.
Formal meetings are held Sep—Apr at
NEW LOCATION
Contract being finalized
Informal meetings are held May - Aug. at
Waiting for Bars to reopen

Membership Information
Annual
DUES
FAMILY
INDIVIDUAL

All
MEMBERS
$55
$38

Send all Schuss newsletter materials to:
Sharon Albaugh
3420 Cornwall Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21222-6033
E-mail: schusseditor1@verizon.net
All Schuss Material must be received by the 3rd
Friday of each month and may be edited.
Small classified ads for the sale/purchase of
equipment or rental of property will be placed at
no charge to members on a space available
basis. Requests to repeat ads must be made
monthly.

Jules "Todd" Axelrod, CRCP
Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
MD5-031-03-02, 11333 McCormick Rd, 3rd Floor
Hunt Valley, MD 21031
Tel: 410 527 7762 | Fax: 410 702 4477
jules.axelrod@ml.com
www.fa.ml.com/todd.axelrod

THE MARYLAND INSURANCE
NETWORK
BUSINESS & PERSONAL INSURANCE SERCHRISTIAN H. ROSE, CPCU, ChFC
20 BLONDELL CT
TIMONIUM, MARYLAND 21093
410-236-9260

chrisrose20@gmail.com

John N. Huynh, CFP®
Vice President
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™;

Recognized by Baltimore Magazine as a
"2015 & 2016 Five Star Wealth Manager"
Private Wealth Management
Robert W. Baird & Co.
100 West Road, Suite 200
Towson, Md 21204
Office 410 769-5227
Toll Free 888 792-9391
Fax 410 769-5250
Email: jhuynh@rwbaird.com

3420 Cornwall Road
Baltimore, MD 21222-6033

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL

Your Club for Year ’Round FUN!

Find us on:
Facebook
Meetup
Instagram
We’re on the WEB too!
www.baltimoreskiclub.org
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