
Baltimore Ski Club, Inc. presents
Discover Bulgaria & Romania • October 5 – 18, 2023

Bran Castle • Cozia Monastery • Roman Forum • Dumbrava Forest

For Info Contact: Christopher PukalskiChristopher Pukalski
Phone: 410-292-6656 
Email: christopher.pukalski@hotmail.com

$4,050* Based on Double Occupancy
*BSC Membership Required. Cost Includes: Administration

Fees & Trip Associated Gratuities

Single Supplement: $749

• Sofia • Plovdiv • Veliko Tarnovo
• Ruse • Bucharest • Sibiu • Sibiel
• Piatra Neamt • Brasov • Bran
• Sighisoara • Bicaz Gorge

FEATURES TO BE INCLUDED:FEATURES TO BE INCLUDED:
Round trip flights from WASHINGTON (IAD) via scheduled carrier including fuel 
surcharge and taxes & fees
Private round-trip bus transportation from Baltimore to Washington IAD airport
All ground transportation and transfers
Porterage service at hotels (01 piece per person)
12 nights' hotel accommodations in DELUXE hotels
Breakfast daily and 7 dinners + one farewell dinner
Comprehensive touring program including entrance fees
Professional, English-speaking Tour Director and local guides

EXPERIENCESEXPERIENCES

Bulgaria & 
Romania

Best of 



DAY 1 — THURSDAY, OCT 5
Overnight flight to Sofia, Bulgaria

DAY 2 —FRIDAY, OCT 6
ARRIVE SOFIA
Upon arrival you will be met and proceed with the panoramic sight-
seeing of Sofia. The highlighting are the emblematic architecture of 
the city: St. Alexander Nevski Cathedral, believed to be one the 50 largest Christian church buildings by 
volume in the world; Church of St. George, considered the best-preserved Byzantine church; the Rus-
sian Church, officially known as the Church of St. Nicholas the Miracle-Maker; the Banya Bashi Mosque, 
constructed during the years the Ottomans had control of the city; and the Roman ruins of ancient Ser-
dica. After the city tour, you will be transferred to your hotel. In the evening, Welcome dinner at the local 
restaurant with folklore show. Overnight in Sofia. (D)

DAY 3— SATURDAY, OCT 7   
SOFIA, RILA MONASTERY
Following breakfast travel to visit Rila Monastery, a magical place 
admired for its stark beauty,the largest Eastern Orthodox monastery 
in Bulgaria, the Rila Monastery. Founded in the middle of the 10th 
century by Saint Ivan of Rila, the monastery played a key role in the 
preservation of the Bulgarian culture and language of the centuries. 
Visit the monastery’s church with its impressive fresco paintings, 
painted by famous Bulgarian artists since the 19th century AD, 
and the museum that houses a collection of exhibits related to the 
history of the monastery and the spread of Christianity in the area. Later, return to Sofia, and spend the 
evening at leisure. Overnight in Sofia. (B)

DAY 4 — SUNDAY, OCT 8   
SOFIA, PLOVDIV TO VELIKO TARNOVO
Say goodbye to Sofia and begin your journey to Veliko Tarnovo. Stop at the second largest city in Bul-
garia, Plovdiv, a city of millenary history with ruins from the Roman, Ottoman, and Bulgarian Renais-
sance period having been preserved. During your walking tour of the city see the Roman Forum and the 
stadium, as well as the Roman amphitheater. Walk through the cobbled streets of the small and old city 
surrounded by houses and beautiful churches. Visit the church of St. Constantine and Helena, as well 
as the Ethnographic Museum, which is located in the home of a wealthy merchant from the 19th century 
BC. Cross the Balkan Mountains through the historic Shipka Pass, which played a key role in the Rus-
so-Turkish war. Later that afternoon, arrive in Veliko Tarnovo, the medieval capital of Bulgaria, check into 
your hotel followed by hotel dinner with your fellow travelers. (B, D)
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DAY 5 — MONDAY, OCT 9   
IN VELIKO TARNOVO AND AREA
After breakfast, enjoy a panoramic tour of Veliko Tarnovo, knows as 
“City of the Tsars”. Walk along the cobbled streets of the Tsarevets 
Fortress, where the kings of Bulgaria once resided. Stroll through 
Samovodska Charshia, a beautiful, historical street lined with crafts-
man, traditional sweets, and boutiques. 

Later, travel to Arbanasi, a village rich in history and historical 
sites located northeast of Veliko Tarnovo. Visit the Konstantsalie-
va House, a beautiful example of traditional Bulgarian architecture, before seeing the fresco-covered 
Church of the Nativity and a chapel dedicated to St. John the Baptist. 

Return to Veliko Tarnovo, enjoy this evening at leisure. Overnight in Veliko Tarnovo. (B)

DAY 6 — TUESDAY, OCT 10   
VELIKO TARNOVO, RUSE TO BUCHAREST
After early breakfast, travel to the elegant city of Ruse, situated on 
the banks of the Danube River, often described as the “Little Vien-
na””. Cross the Danube River into Romania and head North along 
the Wallachian plains reaching Bucharest, Romania’s Capital City 
founded in 1459 by ruler Vlad Tepes (the Impaler) on the banks of 
the Dambovita River. Panoramic tour of once known “Little Paris of 
the East” for its Belle Époque buildings, wide boulevards. Panoram-
ic tour including the Triumphal Arch, continuing down the Victoria Boulevard to the Cantacuzino Palace, 
one of the most beautiful Art nouveaux style buildings in Romania. Continue to the “Revolution Square” 
where the dictator Nicolae Ceausescu was toppled. Here you will have a short stop to see the Roma-
nian Athenaeum and the Former Royal Palace which now houses the National Art Museum. Overnight in 
Bucharest with dinner at the local restaurant. (B, D)

DAY 7— WEDNESDAY, OCT 11   
BUCHAREST, COZIA & SIBIU
After breakfast, travel to Cozia Monastery, built in 1386 and one of 
the most important pilgrimage and prayer sites in Romania. Contin-
ue through the scenic Otl River Valley and cross the Transylvanian 
Alps. Arrive in city of Sibiu, former European Capital of Culture in the 
year 2007, and enjoy a walking tour through the Large and Lesser 
Squares seeing among others the Orthodox Church, Liar’s Bridge 
and imposing Lutheran Cathedral of Saint Mary. This evening, enjoy 
dinner with your fellow travelers. Overnight in Sibiu. (B, D)

Veliko Tarnovo

Bucharest

Sibiu

3



DAY 8 — THURSDAY, OCT 12   
SIBIU, SIBIEL (20 minutes)
Breakfast and visit to Open Air Museum- Astra, the largest open-air 
museum in Europe. The Astra Museum, located in the Dumbrava 
Forest, is spread over a 10 km area located in the Dumbrava Forest, 
4 km from the city center of Sibiu. The area of the museum complex 
is divided into six units with 340 buildings from different regions and 
periods, including old country houses, furnished and arched as the 
best of the authentic periodic tradition. Return to your hotel. Free 
time until evening where you will travel to nearby Sibiel, a former shepherd village of Sibiel where you will 
be served dinner at a local farmhouse with traditional dishes. Later return to Sibiu for overnight. (B, D)

DAY 9 — FRIDAY, OCT 13 
SIBIU, SIGHISOARA, RED LAKE TO PIATRA NEAMT
After breakfast, cross the Bicaz Gorge, the largest gorge in Ro-
mania. Admire the beauty of the landscape, the Red Lake, and its 
mountain station. Visit Sighisoara, one of the most beautiful medie-
val towns of Romania and the hometown of the famous Wallachian 
prince, Vlad Tepes “the Impaler”, who inspired the legend of Dracu-
la. During the tour you will see the Covered Stairs, Casa Vlad Dracul 
where the price was born, the main church and the mighty Clock 
Tower. Head Eastwards along the Red Lake and crossing the Carpathians through the serpentine like 
Bicaz gorge into the historical region of Moldova, reaching the city of Piatra Neamt. Check into your hotel 
and enjoy dinner with folklore show. Overnight. (B, D)

DAY 10 — SATURDAY, OCT 14 
PIATRA NEAMT, BUCOVINA REGION
After breakfast, head off to the Bucovina region where you will 
visit its monasteries, famous Outer Painted Monasteries, the most 
representative monuments of Moldovan art. Declared a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, these monasteries are one of the most import-
ant legacies of Byzantine art in the world, in which their interior and 
exterior fresco paintings in bright colors stand out. Visit the Sucevita 
Monastery, a classic Moldavian Church, built around 1583 by three 
Movila brothers, the only painted church that was not founded by a 
ruling prince. Continue to the town of Marginea and witness how traditional black pottery is made, using 
techniques that date back 300 years. Visit the Voronet Monastery, also known as the “Sistine Chapel of 
the East”, considered to be the best architectural and pictorial example in the region. Return to Piatra 
Neamt for dinner and folklore show. Overnight in Piatra Neamt. (B, D)

Sibiel

Sighisoara

Voronet Monastery
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DAY 11 — SUNDAY, OCT 15
PIATRA NEAMT TO BRASOV
After breakfast, depart Piatra Neamt and cross the Carpathians 
back South into Transylvania stopping in Prejmer to visit the famous 
Fortified Church founded in the 13th. Its circular shaped walls are as 
thick as 5 meters at their base and rise up 12 meters above ground 
level. Even though the fortified church was repeatedly invaded 
throughout by the Tatars, Turks and Hungarians it was only captured 
once. 

Reach Brasov city was founded in 1221 by the Teutonic Knights and Saxon merchants. Walking tour 
of the old center during which you will see the old town square, its fortification and the imposing Black 
Church which is the second largest gothic style edifice in Eastern, and the most representative Gothic 
monument in Romania. Overnight in Brasov. (B)

DAY 12 — MONDAY, OCT 16
BRASOV, BRAN, SINAIA TO BUCHAREST
Morning free time at leisure in Brasov and later, continue to the town 
of Bran to visit the famous Bran Castle, once a medieval fortress 
and royal residence, under the direction of Queen Maria. While 
known as Dracula’s Castle, the castle has no connection with Bram 
Stoker’s novel, rather 600 years of Romanian past. Evening reach 
Sinaia, Romania’s most famous mountain resort also known for its 
beauty as “the Pearl of the Carpathians”, where you will visit the 
Peles Palace, former summer residence and retreat of the royal family built in the 19th century by the 
first King of Romania, Carol I of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen. Drive along the Prahova Valley back South 
reaching Bucharest for two overnights. Remainder of the day at leisure. (B)

DAY 13 — TUESDAY, OCT 17
BUCHAREST
Upon arrival, continue your tour of Bucharest. Your tour begins at 
the Palace of Parliament, the second largest building in the world 
after the Pentagon with a stunning size of 65.000 m². It has over 
1000 rooms, 2 underground parking garages and supposedly also 
a nuclear bunker. For its construction an amazing 1 million cubic 
meters of marble, over 700.000 tons of steel and bronze and 3500 
tons of crystal have been used. Remainder of the day free at leisure 
for last minute sightseeing or shopping on your own. Farewell dinner at a local restaurant. (B, FWD)

DAY 14 — WEDNESDAY, OCT 18
DEPART BUCHAREST
Private transfer to Bucharest Otopeni airport for your return flight back to the U.S. (B)

Brasov

Bran Castle

Palace of Parliament

5



FOR PAYMENT AND TRIP INFO CONTACT:FOR PAYMENT AND TRIP INFO CONTACT:

Christopher PukalskiChristopher Pukalski
Phone: 410-292-6656 

Email: christopher.pukalski@hotmail.com
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